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A Vernon art project, 
says Canada’s Defence 
Minister, is a perfect 
example of how na- 
tions came together 
in times of the world 
wars, and a great 
message of unity and 
diversity. 

Harjit Sajjan is visit- 
ing the Okanagan this 
week and took time 
from his schedule to 
travel to Vernon with 
Kelowna-Lake Coun- 
try MP Stephen Fuhr 
to meet artist Amanda 
Shatzko, who created 
the Poppy Project 
housed at her alma 
mater, Vernon Second- 
ary School, in 2016. 

“Its so important to 
tell the stories of the 
sacrifices that were 
made by our service 
men and women 


during the great wars,” 


said Sajjan, who has 
ties to Vernon. He was 
a summer student at 
the Vernon Army 
Camp in 1989, and 
returned three years 
later to instruct at the 
camp. 

“When you- start 
putting your own 
thoughts into it, it 
really brings a whole 
new perspective into 
it. You can tell that 
now, everything from 
how the poppies are 
created, the pictures 
that were selected and 
more importantly, rep- 
resenting the different 
groups as well from In- 
digenous to the contri- 
bution of women and 
the Sikh soldiers. 

“I’m really proud of 
you (to Shatzko), and 
the leadership and the 
students, who did this 
project. It’s so import- 


ant we remember.” 

The Poppy Project is 
a tribute to those who 
fought for the freedom 
of Canadians. The 
sculptures — five made 
out of stone, each 
four-foot in diame- 
ter, 1.5 feet tall and 
weighing in at about 
750 pounds — were cre- 
ated to honour all na- 
tionalities and cultures 
from Greater Vernon 
involved in interna- 
tonal conflicts. 

The poppies repre- 
sent the five genera- 
tions that have passed 
since the Battle of 
Vimy Ridge in 1917, 
The images in the cen- 
tre of the flowers can 
be viewed day or night, 
symbolizing their eter- 
nal presence. 

Shatzko, current 
president of the local 
chapter of the BC Arts 
Council, had already 
been commissioned to 
do a public art sculp- 
ture in 2015 when she 
had a conversation 
with Vernon city coun- 
cillor Dalvir Nahal 
and Steven Purewal, 
curator of Vancouver's 
Duty, Honour and 
Izzat Punjabi Heritage 
exhibition. . 

After discovering 
the story of the Sikhs’ 
standing with the Ca- 
nadian Expedition- 
ary Force at Flanders 
Field in the First 
World War during 
the exhibit’s showing 
in Kelowna, Shatzko 
added an addition- 
al poppy featuring a 
turbaned soldier to the 
Poppy Project. 

“Showing support to 
the veterans and every- 
body in the First and 
Second World Wars, 
and even beyond that 
to the veterans up to 


Vernon artist Amanda Shatzko (right) explains her Poppy Project at Vernon Secondary 
School to (from left) Tara Nahal, Kelowna-Lake Country MP Stephen Fuhr, National 
Defence Minister Harjit Sajjan and Vernon councillor Dalvir Nahal. (Roger Knox/ 


Morning Star) 
nowadays in all the 
other wars who have 
fought for freedom for 
Canada, was the idea 
behind the project,” 
said Shatzko. The ren- 
dering of the images in 
the centre of the pop- 
pies further honours 
the war veterans. 

“They are actually 
made out of phospho- 
rous and paint so the 
images will technical- 
ly glow in the dark. It 
was done that way to 
represent the eternal 
flame of the spirits 
and souls of people 
who have sacrificed 
for our freedoms.” 

The Sikhs, the reli- 
gious community to 
which Sajjan belongs, 
have made Canada 
their home for more 
than 100 years and are 
one such community 
whose wartime sacri- 
fices have long gone 
unrecognized across 
the country. 

The Punjab’s La- 


hore Division landed 
five months before the 
Canadians and helped 
save the beleaguered 
British expeditionary 
force from annihila- 
tion in the first Battle 
of Ypres (October 
1914), and then, in the 
second battle of Ypres 
(April 1915), stood 
shoulder to shoulder 
with Canada amidst 
the poppies even as 
the first major chemi- 
cal weapons attack in 
history wreaked havoc 
upon them all. 

“Prejudice in the past 
has led to a non-inclu- 
sive narration of the 
events of First World 
War in Canada,” said 
Purewal. “When you 
see that these ‘others’ 
fought shoulder to 
shoulder with our own 
in the good fight, it be- 
comes a little harder 
to dehumanize them 
as the ‘other.’ 

“Our exhibit nar- 
rates stories that prove 


that no matter skin 
colour, heritage, or 
faith; courage, integ- 
rity, duty and friend- 
ship can be found in 
all of us and that these 
are the ties that should 
bind us as Canadians.” 


Attention Mav 
You DO NOT have to go t 
Car looked after by a Ma: 
Larry Jantz has set up st 
business, Miatas and RX 
Sale of reconditioned 
Mazda Maita by BC 
govt inspection. 


Celebrating 
Of leading he 
in BC. 


= rh ¥ 


> 
y 
4 


AT 


g> 


d ey. E 
2 
s3 \ | BES A 


<a 


